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BRITISH  WEST  INDIES. 
TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO. 

By  Consul  Henry  D.  Baker,  Port  of  Spain,  Seiiteniber  30,  1920. 

Both  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  colony  of  Trinidad  and  To- 
bago showed  considerable  increases  in  value  during  the  year  1919  as 
compared  with  the  previous  3*ear,  this  being  attributable  both  to 
increased  prices  and  to  improved  shipping  facilities.  The  total  im- 
port trade  for  1919  Avas  $t^9,842,723,  or  $5,319,715  greater  than  for 
the  preceding  year.  The  total  export  trade  for  1919  amounted  to 
$34,831,051,  an  increase  of  $7,225,084  over  the  year  previous.  This 
great  gain  in  exports  during  the  year  indicated  that  although  this 
colony  had  to  meet  a  steadily  rising  cost  of  living  chiefly  on  its  im- 
ported articles,  including  food  and  apparel,  nevertheless  the  products 
which  it  produced  and  sold  for  high  prices  at  great  profit  kept  the 
balance  of  trade  favorable  to  the  colony. 

Imports  by  Classes  and  Countries  of  Origin. 

In  payment  of  customs  duties,  the  local  government  still  estimates 
values  according  to  the  pre-war  relative  values  of  foreign  currencies 
to  its  own  currency.  For  instance,  notwithstanding  the  abnormal 
dcA'elopments  in  exchange,  the  American  and  Canadian  dollars  are 
still  considered  the  equal  in  Aalue  of  Trinidad  dollars,  while  the 
French  franc,  German  mark,  and  Italian  lira  are  still  considered  to 
have  the  same  value  as  before  the  war  for  customs  and  statistical 
purposes.  The  official  statistics  are  in  terms  of  pounds  sterling, 
which  are  corncrted  for  the  purpose  of  this  report  on  the  basis  of 
$4.80  to  £1. 
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2  SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   EEPORTS. 

The  shares  of  the  principal  countries  in  the  different  chisses  of 
imports  in  1918  and  I'JIO  were  as  follows: 


Articles  and  countries  of  origin. 

1918 

1919 

Value. 

Percent. 

Value. 

Per  cent. 

FoodstiilTs,  bcverapes,  and  tol:acco: 

$381,565 
3, 485, 486 
1,620,508 
2, 280, 768 
1,770,993 
229,539 

3.9 
35.6 
16.5 
23.4 
18.1 

2.5 

J580,536 
4,203,998 
1,504,10-1 
2, 5S8, 534 
2,519,702 
440,760 

4  9 

35  5 

Otlier  Rritish  possessions 

12  7 

United  States 

21.9 

21  3 

AU  otlicr  countries 

3  7 

Total 

9,768,859 

11,837,634 

Raw  materials  and  articles  mainly  unmanufactured: 

United  Kingdom 

259, 560 

90, 163 

53,299 

902,321 

1,329,048 

398 

9.8 
3.4 
2.1 
34.3 
50.4 

170,640 

203, 270 

44, 755 

1,265,937 

535, 584 

984 

7  7 

0  2 

other  British  possessions 

2.0 

United  States... ^...a, 

57  0 

Venezuela 

All  other  countries 

24.1 



Total 

2,634,789 

2,221,170 

Articles  wholly  or  mainly  manufactured: 

United  ICingdom 

2,517,518 
283, 574 
669,710 

4,423,905 

269,395 

77,976 

30.6 
3.4 
8.2 

53.6 
3.2 
1.0 

3,3.58,824 

555, 686 
423, 432 

5,427,772 
158,889 
86,054 

33.6 

Canada 

5  6 

other  British  possessions 

4.2 

United  States 

54.2 

1.6 

All  other  countries 

.8 

Total 

8,242,078 

10,010,657 

Bullion  and  srecie: 

31,512 

6.9 

Canada 

0 tlicr  ' !ri tish  possessions 

77,995 

303,777 

44,640 

17.0 

Uni' cd  S  tates 

66.3 

1 

9.8 

All  other  countries 

Total 

457,924 

6,806 

133,809 

3,436 

131,654 

60,513 

58 

24 

Miscellanerus  articles: 

2.0 

39.8 

Other  Jrifish  posscssir-ns 

2,817 
27,475 
43,977 

3.8 
37.0 
59.2 

1.0 

United  States 

39.2 

IS.O 

Total 

74,293 

330, 276 

The  food  imports  from  Canada,  which  gave  this  country  the  first 
place  in  such  classification,  include  mainly  flour  and  salt  fish.  The 
United  States  sends  here  considerable  packing-house  products  and 
canned  goods  of  all  varieties.  Venezuela  is  the  chief  source  of  supply 
of  all  fresh  meat  consumed  in  the  colony,  the  cattle  being  sent  here 
mainly  from  Ciudad  Bolivar  on  the  Orinoco  River  and  slaughtered 
locally.  Considerable  corn  also  is  shipped  here  from  the  Venezuelan 
side  of  the  Gulf  of  Paria.  In  miscellaneous  articles  Canada  and  the 
United  States  each  held  39  per  cent  of  the  trade. 

Imports  from  United  States. 

The  share  of  the  United  States  in  the  foreign  trade  of  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  noAV  considerably  exceeds  that  of  any  other  country. 
During  1919,  39.1  per  cent  of  the  imports  was  supplied  by  the  United 
States,  20.5  per  cent  by  Canada,  10.7  per  cent  by  the  United  Kingdom, 
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13.n  per  cent  by  Venezuela,  aiul  4  per  rent  bj'  France.     Detaik'<l  im- 
ports from  the  "United  States  in  15)1:'.,  1918.  and  1910  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


AnlmaLs  and  birds.. 

Apparel 

Arms  and  anununi- 

tion 

Bags  and  sacks 

Beer  and  ale 

Biscuits,  bread,  etc. 

Boots  and  shoes 

Bullion  and  coin. .. 
Butter  and  butter 
substitutes: 

Butler 

Oleomargarine . 

Caoutriijouc 

CaiTiages,    carls, 
and  other   vehi- 
cles: 
Carriages,  carts, 

etc.. 

Motor  cars 

Motor  cycles 
and  bicycler. . 

Cattle  food,  etc 

Cement 

Cheese 

Chemicals 

Coal 

CordaRC  and  twine. 
Cotton  manufac- 
tures: 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods 

All  other 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fish 

Fruit  and  nuts 

Grain,  tlotu-,  pulse, 
and  preparations 
of: 
Bran  and  pol- 
lard   

Corn  and  oats . . 

Floi'.r 

Grain 

Meal 

Pulse 

Another 

Glasy  and  glassware 
Hardware 


52.5,826 
49,503 

10,.'i75 
a,:592 

22,535 
7, 184 

9-,),041 
191,405 


12,033 
4,412 

U,7S8 


22, 224 
56 , 350 


1 ,  155 
80,972 
21,379 
27,449 
It,  395 
441,176 
12, 140 


Q9; 795 
17,422 
22, 910 
2;-!. 314 
6,769 


4,883 


577, 815 
7,. 333 
25, 753 
2, 682 
3,448 
10,9:55 
100,531 


527,360 

125,587 

6,340 
129, 105 
59,121 

6,302 
267,955 


105,278 
15,523 


201 
103,051 


220, 934 
108,900 
25, 550 


251,246 
04,008 


097, 267 


52,017 
8,400 


38,083 
113, 107 


49, 137 
5, 265 


173,901 


8116,126 
178,440 

16,304 

79,584 

81,513 

7,708 

2.52, 172 

303, 777 


190, 2G2 
6,  .323 


Articles. 


187. 79s 
84, 446 
27, 268 


545, 649 
66, 15S 


936,037 


13.1S.5 
8^810 


14,971 
424,392 


76,521 
15, 595 


328,948 


Hats  and  bonnets. . 
Hemp,  and  raanu- 

factiires  of 

Jewelry 

Lard 

Leather,  and  manu- 
factures ot: 

Dressed      and 
undressed 

Manufactures  of 

Machinery 

Meal.^,  all  kind.s 

Mediuine^s 

Metals 

Milk,  condensed 

Musical        instru- 
ments  

OiLs: 

Edible 

Gasoline 

Kerosene 

I'etrolcum 

Another 

I'aints    and     var- 

nishos 

Paper 

R  ubber 

Ships  and  boats 

Soap 

Spices 

Spirits 

Stationery 

Sugar,  reOned 

Tobacco,  and  man- 
ufactures of: 

Umnanuiaclurcd 

Manufactured.. 
Vegetables: 

Canned 

Fresh 

Wood,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Dressed 

Shooks 

Undressed 

Manufaet  ures  of 
Another  articles... 


1913 


51, 103 

2,804 
12, 174 
232,521 


14.953 

2,843 

300.923 

375,628 

41,009 

31,0b'2 


,70S 


10, 133 
19, 284 


371, 4y3 

30, 078 

lfi,0-!2 
14,526 


13, 282 
5,  (=23 
5,098 
5,689 
5, 593 

11,073 


38, 709 
1,792 


2,177 
8,110 


137,630 
102, 043 
53,925 


511,812 
18,782 


1910 


417,993 


24,888 


869, 480 
525, 129 


209, 294 
160, 502 


48,950 

52 

128,774 


210,067 


25,315 
26,371 


520,350 

4,809 

58.5,451 

42, 739 


1,231,051 
358,204 


220, 101 
201,585 


43,440 

3,3('H) 

128,534 


173, 246 
58,507 


31,;103 


140, 241 
19, 430 


174, 811 
36, 002 


65,990 


1,57,202 

16, 224 

1,041,531 


127,900 
111,900 
200, 505 
35,931 
1,-552, 301 


Total 4,045,013  17,034,472  !  9, 7 19,  (.05 


Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The   followino-  table  gives   in   detail   the   imuort  trade   with  the 
United  Kingdom  for  1918,  1918,  and  1919  : 


Articles. 


Aerated  and  mineral  waters. 
Apparel . 


Arms  and  ammunition 

Bags,  et?..  not  including  paper  .sacks 

Bags,  trunks,  etc ! 

Baskets . 


Beer  and  a!c 

Biscuits,  bread,  etc 

Blacking  and  polishes. 
Blue. 


Books,  printed 

Boots  and  shoes 

Bricks  and  tiles 

Brooms  and  brushes 

Bullion  and  coin 

Butter  and  butter  substitutes: 

Butter 

Oleomargarine 

Candles 

Caoutchouc,  etc 


$2, 493 

225.241 

7,372 

15,070 

4,K04 

1,321 

181,026 

290, 473 

9,  880 

4,388 

33,018 

109, 738 

5, 895 

0,648 

46, 539 

49,576 
4, 344 
19,833 
13,991 


1919 


S7S,8:<5 


9,321 


112,051 
"""S,37i' 


95,  721 
"9,'98S 


29, 356 

32, 188 

11,250 

5,  ■!70 


20,370  ! 

I 

"2,'i74T 


31,. 574 
23,073 
16,776 
11,064 
31,512 

3,123 

'i:'i,'i42 
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1919 


Carriages,  carts,  and  other  vehicles: 

ninycles 

Carria-rcs,  carts,  etc 

Moi  or  cars  and  cycles 

Cattle  food 

Cement 

Chalk 

Cheese 

Chemicals 

China  and  earthenware 

Clocks,  wntchcs.  etc 

Coal  and  patent  fuel: 

Coal, etc 

Patent  fuel 

Cocoa,  roasted 

Confoct  ionery 

Cordage  and  twine 

Cork 

Cotton  manufactures: 

C  loves 

Hosiery 

Piece  (,'oods 

All  other 

Cutlery 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fish 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Ghee 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grain,  flour,  pulse,  and  preparations  of; 

Dholl 

( I  rain 

Pulse 

Rice 

All  other 

Grease 

Xla'^erdashery  and  milliiiery 

Hardware 

Hats 

Hemp 

Hops 

Jams  and  lellies 

Jewelry, 

Jute 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Dressed 

Undressed 

^fanufactures  of 

Machinery 

Mariure,  chemical 

Matches 

Mat  s  and  mattm? 

Meats,  all  kinds 

Medicines 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of 

Millc ,  condensed 

Musical  instruments 

Oils: 

Edible 

All  other 

Oilcloth 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Paper 

Pickles 

Plants 

Plates  and  plated  ware 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Salt 

Seeds 

Silk 

Soap 

Spices 

Spirits: 

Liquors 

Methylated 

Perftrmod 

Petal  lie 

All  other 

Statiinery 

Sugar,  reined 

Tea 

Tobacco  manMfaetiircs: 

<  i^ars  and  cigarettes 

Another 

Toys  and  games 


$in,n3i 

9,977 
6,717 
2,595 

6i,s;n 

1,010 

5, 243 

23, 143 

23,240 

1,977 

72,350 
86, 818 

8,917 
32, 756 
32,848 

1,S71 

2,361 

16,592 

472,839 

193, 155 

8,713 

2,852 

33,397 

8, 140 

1,195 

20, 693 

4,709 

6,833 

32,382 

62,013 

15,467 

1,404 

132, '92 

293,597 

70,444 

15,367 

1,010 

8,091 

44,503 

1,006 

4,393 

0,366 

12,631 

157.201 

92, 092 

670 

4,390 

42,810 

44,916 

79,716 

151,228 

18,769 

14,113 

24,464 

1,195 

39,186 

48,235 

5,229 

1,511 

7,610 

122,441 

20,300 

2,507 

29,359 

153, 30S 

6,943 

3,205 
2,940 
4,743 

69,041 
782 

32,785 
5,530 

23,187 

30,406 
78,489 
2,799 


£6,062 


2,428 


144 


109, 785 
75,830 


50,001 


709, 363 
'"6, 016' 


10, 123 
499 


5,134 


71,188 

72, 129 

90, 40S 

8,409 


26, 803 


2,481 


15,796 
127,852 
139, 608 

13,531 


206 

2,448 

65,070 

33 

27,744 


4,152 

27,715 
26,923 

888 


15, 160 


379 
51,556 


121,339 
19, 497 


56, 121 


048,816 


3, 422 
'6,' 336 


95,308 


94,406 

204,840 

94,488 

22,603 


11,006 


12,915 

907 

21,100 

533,932 

96,393 

1,982 


355 

16,027 

63,182 

134,265 

576 

1,880 

18,475 

15,037 
60, 460 

64,398 
50,193 

8,726 

13,401 

28,209 
311,337 

28,992 
320,654 

2,241 
3,700 

69,831 
432 

27,057 


16,096 

29,846 
11,376 
6,912 
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Articles. 


Umbrellas  and  parasols 

^■cgctal)le.s: 

("aimed 

Fresh 

Vinegar 

AViiics 

"Wooil,  and  inaiiiifacliucs  of 

AVool  luamifaclurcs 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$7,: 
1, 

!■*, 

1, 

23, 

30, 

96, 

299, 


4,669,291 


191S 


$5,104 


19,H67 
22,718 
91,2.-)7 
479,661 


3,155,664 


1919 


$3,912 


2S,  l.')ti 

9,403 

125,001 

707,040 


4,148,291 


Trade  with  Canada. 

The  import  tnule  vrilli  Canada  sliowed  considerable  increase  in 
values  in  1910,  tlie  total  beino-  $r).(!l)G.TC4  in  1019  as  compared  Avith 
$3,859,224  in  1918  and  $3,589,510  in  1917;  but  these  increases  are 
largely  due  to  the  stead}'  rise  in  prices  during  the  three  years.  The 
proportions  of  the  import  trade  held  by  Canada  show,  however,  that 
this  country  has  steadily  increased  its  share,  being  20.5  per  cent  in 
1919,  18.G  per  cent  in  1918,  18.1  per  cent  in  1917,  14  per  cent  in  191G, 
13.7  per  cent  in  1915,  and  9.1  per  cent  in  1913,  the  first  complete  year 
before  the  Great  AYar  started.  The  import  trade  of  Canada  has 
increased  more  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  of  conti- 
nental Europe  than  of  the  United  States,  except  in  the  case  of  flour, 
where  owing  to  the  preferential  favoring  of  Canada  in  customs 
duties  and  to  the  fact  that  American  wheat  was  retained  for  the 
home  market,  Canada  has  at  present  a  practical  monopoly,  except  in 
the  case  of  American  spring  wheat  flour,  especially  required  for  local 
biscuit  manufacture.  About  three-fourths  of  all  the  imports  into 
Trinidad  from  Canada  comprise  grain,  flour,  and  preparations 
thereof,  and  fisli  of  all  kinds.  In  1919  the  value  of  the  flour  imports 
into  Trinidad  was  $3,238,723  as  compared  Avith  $2,043,787  in  1918  and 
$2,308,080  in  1917. 

Canada  now  furnishes  most  of  the  butter  used"  in  tliis  market 
($44,289  in  1919)  and  cheese  ($12,907  in  1919).  The  import  of 
condensed  milk  is  also  important  ($40,050  in  191.9),  but  in  this  item 
the  United  States  is  the  chief  source  of  supply.  Canada  also  sup- 
plies the  local  market  to  an  important  extent  with  paper  ($32,230  in 
1919),  painters'  colors  and  materials  ($33,715  in  1919),  rubber  manu- 
factures ($47,332  in  1919),  undressed  timber  ($103,315  in  1919).  and 
dressed  timber  ($07,977  in  1919).  The  trade  in  rubber  manufactures 
appears  to  be  a  neAv  development  of  1919  and  includes  largely  canvas 
rubber-soled  shoes,  for  which  a  big  demand  has  recentl}'  developed  as 
a  substitute  for  leather  shoes.  Except  for  food  products,  timber,  and 
the  manufactured  articles  mentioned  above,  the  import  trade  from 
Canada  does  not  compete  to  an  important  extent  with  that  from  the 
United  States. 

Distribution  of  Export  Trade — Exports  to  United  Kingdom. 

The  export  trade  of  the  colony  was  distributed  as  folIoAvs  in  1919 : 
United  Kingdom  38.8  per  cent,  Canada  2.0  per  cent,  other  British 
possessions  5  per  cent,  the  United  States  28.3  per  cent,  Venezuela  2.0 
per  cent,  France  15,7  per  cent,  other  countries  T  per  cent.  Except 
for  the  large  shipments  of  sugar  and  petroleum  products  to  England, 
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chiefly  purchased  for  Government  account  in  that  country,  the  United 
States  would  have  ranked  as  Trinidad's  best  customer. 

Total  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  $11,733,73G,  an  increase 
over  the  preceding  year  of  $1,822,231.  By  far  the  most  important 
export  to  the  United  Kingdom  Avas  sugar,  and  the  high  prices  swelled 
the  values,  the  export  amounting  to  $4.5G4.473  in  1919  as  compared 
with  $3,234,082  in  1918.  The  next  most  important  item  was  cocoa, 
shipments  amounting  in  value  in  1919  to  $2,464,041  as  against 
$1,392,820  in  1918.  The  export  trade  in  petroleum  products  to  the 
United  Kingdom  was  also  important,  amounting  in  1919  to  $1,998,921 
for  crude  petroleum,  as  against  $1,689,79G  for  the  previous  year, 
$G99.936  for  kerosene  as  against  $121,1G6  for  1918,  and  $554,G54  for 
gasoline  in  1919  as  against  $445,217  for  1918.  The  export  of  asphalt 
to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1919,  $212,635,  was  considerably  greater 
in  value  than  in  1918,  when  shipments  amounted  to  $136,531.  De- 
tails of  the  trade  for  the  two  years  are  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Asphalt: 

Pried 

Pure 

Kanjak 

Ptar«,  etc 

Bullion 

Coc^a 

Coconuts 

Coffee 

Copra 

Cotton 

Corn 

Gums: 

Palata 

Rubber 

HWe=,  etc 

Honey 

Limejuicc 

Oils: 

Crude  petroleum . 

Kero  cue 


1918. 


$')3,2nn 

90,  S.-?! 

3,000 

33,921 


1,392,S20 
101,496 


11,764 


194,846 

1,264,920 

16,603 

99,667 

109,027 

26,404 

1.689,796 
121,166 


5177,907 

33,120 

1,608 


6,8SS 

2,464,041 

303.93] 

23,380 

03,523 

7,896 

19,747 

181,444 
5,990 

105,110 
7,800 
6,043 

1,998,521 
699,936 


Articles. 


Oils— Continued. 

Ga^nliiie 

Lime 

Lubricating 

Ppices 

Spirits: 

Bitters 

Rum 

Starch 

Sugar: 

Muscovado 

Vacuum  pau 

Molasses 

Wood    and    timber: 

dre-sed  cedar 

All  other  articles 


Un- 


Total. 


1918 


$445,217 
9,192 
16,252 
1.363 

21,944 
134,961 
22,214 

176, lo9 

3,057,913 

743,155 


84,764 


9,911,505 


1919 


$554,654 
1.224 
2,396 
2,649 

49,766 

161,635 

8,419 

601,200 

3,963,273 

78,244 

23,328 
89,572 


11,733,736 


Exports  to  Canada  Decline — Transit  Trade. 

The  export  trade  to  Canada  showed  a  decrease  in  1919,  being 
$793,180,  as  compared  with  $1,081,689  in  1918.  The  four  chief 
exports  to  Canada  are  cocoa,  coconuts,  sugar,  and  molasses,  all  of 
which  except  coconuts  showed  declines  in  1919.  The  exports  of  cocoa 
decreased  from  4,610,050  pounds  in  1918  to  2,617,036  pounds  in  1919. 
JShipments  of  sugar  fell  from  3,316  tons,  valued  at  $402,268,  to  no 
shipments  at  all  in  1919.  Exports  of  molasses  declined  from  $63,216 
in  value  in  1918  to  $36,624  in  1919,  although  the  quantity  exported 
was  107,832  gallons  in  1919  as  against  66,231  gallons  in^  1918.  In 
1919,  2,759,735  coconuts  were  exported  to  Canada,  as  against  1,069,015 
in  1918,  the  value  in  1919  being  $152,596  as  against  $37,387  in  1918. 
Ilie  falling  off  in  the  exports  of  cocoa  seems  to  be  due  to  other  mar- 
kets, notably  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  France, 
outbidding  Canada  for  the  Trinidad  supply.  As  regards  sugar,  the 
gray  cr3'stals  usually  exported  to  Canada  were  not  available  in  1919, 
the  Trinidad  sugar  manufacturers  having  sold  their  supply  to  the 
Sugar  Commission  in  England. 

Ordinarily  Trinidad  has  an  important  transit  trade  with  Vene- 
zuela and  other  West  Indian  islands,  Tort  of  Spain  in  Trinidad  being 
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the  chief  distributing  center  for  the  Orinoco  lUver  Valley  in  Vene- 
ziieLa  and  the  Venezuelan  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  i^aria.  These  districts 
are  more  accessible  for  trade  purposes  to  Fort  of  Spain  than  they  are 
to  Caracas  and  La  (iuaira.  There  is  a  fortnifrhtly  service  from  Port 
of  Spain  up  the  Orinoco  River  to  Ciudad  Bolivar.  During  the  war 
this  transit  trade  decreased  considerably,  but  in  1019  a  revival 
occurred,  the  goods  imported  and  reexported  from  here  amounting 
to  $4,622,918,  as  against  $2,757,000  in  1918. 

declared  Exports  to  TJnited  States. 

The  main  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1919  were  asphalt,  bitters, 
cocoa,  coconuts,  and  hides  and  skins.  The  total  trade  showed  a  sub- 
stantial gain  for  the  year  of  $1,250,808.  The  big  business  that  Trini- 
dad does  with  the  United  States,  especially  in  cocoa  and  coconuts,  has 
an  important  effect  on  the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  as  the  profits  from 
their  sale  are  well  difl'used  among  numbers  of  planters,  both  large  and 
small.  The  total  declared  exports  invoiced  for  shipment  to  the  United 
States  from  Trinidad  and  from  Grenada  in  1918  and  1919  are  given 
in  the  following  table  according  to  quantity  and  value : 


Articles. 


1918 


Quautity.        Value 


1919 


Quantitj'. 


Value. 


FROM  rOIlT  OF  SPAIX. 

A  rrowroot pounds. 

Balsam  cops iba pounds. 

Balat  a do. . . 

Bittors gallons. 

Cocoa  (Trinidad) pounds. 

Cocoa  (Venezuelan) do. . . 

Coconuts  (Trinidad) uumlcr. 

Coconuts  (Venezuelan) do. . . 

Coconut  shells pounds. 

Copra do. . . 

Coiree  (Trinidad) do. . . 

Coffee  (Venezuelan) do... 

Com  (Venezuelan ) do . . . 

Cotton  seeds do . . . 

Cylinders,  empty pieces. 

Divi-divi pounds. 

Dracaena  canes .- feet. 

Fiber,  coconut poimds. 

Fustic  wood do. . . 

Gold ounces. 

Grapefruits crates. 

Hides  (Trinidad) pounds. 

Lime  j  aicc gallons . 

Logwood tons. 

JJanjak do . . . 

Matches gross. 

Manure  (bone) pounds . 

Rubber do . . . 

Tonca  beans do. . . 

Vanilla do... 

All  other  articles 


2,170 

11,901 

16,660 

34,309,099 

6,0ri3,3S2 

18,518,0.52 

62,290 

2,3C8,S75 

4,817,226 

306 


?l,3n2 

8,276 

79,015 

4,661,492 

834,253 

658,844 

1,518 

24, 138 

463, SS8 

47 


103, 6S4 

1,471 

78,420 

20 

33,880,772 

3,974,604 

20,757,385 

1,435,029 


240,740 

3,455 

541 

101,120 
2,816 


7, 886 
4,110 
3, 669 
3,214 
2,173 


108,000 

870 


1,880 
16,939 


279,148 

8,588 

2.373 

75 


61,098 
10,900 
2, 579 
3,100 


20 

429,917 

26, 100 

40, 461 

153,920 

1,045 

212 

371,394 

19,046 


Total. 


FROM  BRIGHTON. 

Asphalt: 

Ci-udo,  lake long  tons . 

Dried,  refined do. . . 

Petroleum,  crude barrels. 


Total. 


FROM  GEENAD.\. 

Amber  seeds pounds . 

Archaeological  specimens boxes. 

Cloves pounds. 

Cocoa do . . . 

Coffee do... 


15,049 
19,213 
4,115 


0, 259 
11,439 
8,8?6 
2,6n4 


111 

7,000 

111,556 

27,588 

171,560 

176 


6, 879, 519 


16, 100 
30,490 


48,900 
238,336 


10,910 
41,2(13 
49,336 


2,800 

4 

14,927 

8,933,4.51 

2,290 


287,236 


913 

S03 

3,851 

958,754 

694 


400 
4 


1, 853, 716 


S14,.579 

904 

55,818 

256 

5,552,691 

1,39S065 

1,011,568 

83,776 


1,024,0^3 

99,884 

15, 120 

3,238 

24,334 

5, 154 

264,586 

6,384 

637 

14,014 

3,417 

2,603 

1,776 

21,. 594 

1,173 

120, 103 

11,091 


3,-373 

7,205 

4,092 

13,009 

167.221 

283 

22,933 


8,026,846 


40,836 
362, 135 
37,007 


439,973 


150 
517 


322, 036 


SUPPLEMENT   TO    COMMENCE   EEPOETS. 


Articles. 

191S 

1919 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

FROM   GRENADA— cent  ilUied. 

Kola 

MafC 

Nutmygs 

SpoTlCPS 

..pounds. . 

do 

do.... 

do.... 

24, 423 

950 

986,360 

§2,602 

293 

168,596 

27,719 

108,514 

804,336 

196 

S2,947 

28,562 

131,096 

1  176 

All  other  articles 

380 

961 

Total 

1,136,646 

487,445 

Grand  to tal 

8,303,401 

9,554,269 

1 

'J'liere  were  no  exports  from  this  colony  to  Porto  Eico,  Hawaii,  or 
file  Philippine  Lslands  in  either  1919  or  1918.  The  value  of  returned 
American  goods  as  invoiced  at  Port  of  Spain  was  $59,703  in  1919,  as 
compared  Avith  $21,170  in  1918.  The  chief  items  included,  in  1919, 
armatures,  automobile  tires,  dr}^  goods,  empty  cylinders,  moving- 
picture  films,  lard  compound,  and  machiner3^  The  value  of  re- 
turned goods  from  Grenada  vras  $1,997  in  1919,  as  against  $1,578  in 
1918,  and  from  Brighton  $170  in  1919,  as  against  $150  in  1918. 

E.xports  of  cocoa  to  the  United  States  showed  considerable  increase 
in  value  in  1919,  although  the  quantity  exported  was  somewhat  less. 
The  value  of  coconuts  shipped  Avas  nearly  double  that  in  1918,  and 
the  number  exported  several  million  more,  but  in  copra  the 
business  Avas  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  year  previous.  The  A^aUie 
of  hide  exports  in  1919  about  doubled  in  value  over  the  shipments  of 
the  preAdous  year  to  the  United  States.  The  export  of  tonca  beans, 
1)oth  in  quantit}"  and  value,  in  1919  Avas  many  times  that  in  1918. 
This  commodity  is  erratic  from  year  to  year  as  regards  the  amounts 
available  for  export,  depending  on  tlue  crop  seasons  in  Venezuela. 
The  beans  are  cured  in  Trinidad  and  exported  to  the  United  States 
for  use  in  tobacco  manufacture.  Exports  of  dried  asphalt  shoAA'ed  a 
beaAy  increase  over  the  preceding  j^ear.  The  export  of  angostura 
bitters  declined  because  of  previous  large  stocks  in  the  United  States 
and  on  account  of  prohibition,  the  curtailment  of  its  nse  in  connec- 
tion with  cocktails,  etc.  There  has  subsequently  been  a  rcA^val  of 
this  trade,  its  use  being  alloAved  for  flavoring  and  medicinal  purposes 
and  in  connection  Avith  soft  drinks. 
Effect  of  Exchange  Situation  on  Trade  with  TTnited  States. 

The  rate  of  exchange  between  Trinidad  and  American  money  is 
but  slightly,  if  at  all,  affected  by  the  trade  balance  betAveen  the  two 
countries,  the  relative  values  of  the  two  kinds  of  money  being  based 
mainly  upon  the  cable  quotations  of  rates  on  the  British  pound 
sterling  in  New  York.  By  local  laAV  £1  has  a  fixed  value  of  $1.80  in 
Trinidad  money,  and  4  shillings  2  pence  is  equal  to  $1  Trinidad 
money.  Thus  the  rise  and  fall  of  quotations  on  the  pound  sterling 
as  quoted  in  American  money  affect  the  relative  A^alue  of  Trinidad 
and  American  money.  In  normal  times  the  Trinidad  and  American 
dollar  AA'ere  practically  at  par  in  this  colony,  and  in  small  retail 
transactions  it  Avas  immaterial  Avhether  Trinidad  or  American  dollars 
Avere  paid.  About  in  August,  1919,  a  premium  on  American  dollars 
became  noticeable  locally ;  tliis  tended  steadily  to  increase  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  amounted  to  about  25  per  cent  and  subsequently 
arose  to  over  40  per  cent,  fluctuating  more  or  less  every  day. 
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This  i)rcmiiim  on  American  money  proved  extremely  cnibarrass- 
ing  to  importers  of  American  goods,  and  resulted  near  the  close 
of  1919  in  considerable  cancellation  and  curtailment  of  orders  for 
goods  purchased  in  the  United  States.  It  tended  also  to  force  mer- 
chants to  meet  only  the  urgent  necessities  of  their  trade  in  placing 
orders,  to  carry  low  stocks,  and,  in  so  far  as  possible,  to  divert  their 
orders  to  England,  where  the  exchange  difficulty  would  not  have  to 
be  encountered.  The  effect  of  this  abnormal  exchange,  occurring 
toward  the  end  of  1919,  is  not  noticeable  in  the  import  statistics  for 
that  year,  which  appeared  favorable  for  American  trade,  but  prob- 
ably they  would  have  shown  a  larger  increase  but  for  this  factor. 

Shipping-  Returns. 

In  1919  the  number  of  American  vessels  calling  at  Trinidad, 
mostly  belonging  to  the  United  States  Shipping  Board  and  calling 
here  lor  fuel  oil,  was  almost  three  times  that  of  the  preceding  year. 
In  the  following  table  the  arrivals  in  1918  and  1919  are  classified 
according  to  nationality,  number  of  vessels,  and  total  net  tonnage 
under  each  fla^; : 


Nationalil)'. 


191S 


Xiimbcr.     Tonnage. 


1919 


Number.     Tonnage. 


STEAMEES. 


American. ., 

British 

nanish 

DiUch , 

French 

haJian , 

Japanese 

Norwegian.. 

Swedish 

Venezuelan. 

Total. 


American. .. 

Britisli 

Danish 

Domiiiican. . 

Dutch 

French 

Norwegian.. 

Spanish 

Venezuelan. 


Total 

Grand  total. 


34 

240 

1 

4 

26 
5 
1 

11 
2 

06 


44, 12-3 
55S,R59 

1, 201 

1,2.59 
23, 5S2 
22, 730 

3,  .=564 
36,61.5 

2,644 
13, 245 


102 

326 

1 

23 

26 

11 

1 

11 

1 

S2 


196, 936 
743, 459 

1,203 
43,  ?43 
28,56S 
33,527 

4,2.59 
28,088 

2,540 
11,507 


390 


707,  S22 


1,093.630 


3,3S6 
15, 255 


10 

553 

1 


3, 81.9 

16,018 

286 


12.5 

506 

2,816 

1,816 


425 

aas 


936 


15,560 


1 

952 


579 
15,4S4 


1,485 
1,875 


ca,  470 
747, 292 


1,524 
2,108 


36,946 
1,130,582 


Development  of  Petroleum  Industry. 

There  was  a  considerable  boom  in  the  petroleum  industry  of 
Trinidad  during  the  year  1919,  and  many  new  companies  purchased 
lands  with  a  view  to  commencing  drilling  operations  soon.  For  the 
time  being  drilling  has  been  retarded  by  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
delivery  of  machinery,  casing,  and  other  equipment. 

The  Inspector  of  Mines  of  the  Trinidad  government  in  his  report 
for  1919  gives  the  following  resume  of  the  industry : 

Although  the  number  of  feet  drilled,  54,23S  feet  in  1918  and  GS.OoO  feet  in 
1910,  shows  a  considerable  increase  in  1919  over  1918,  there  is  a  decrease  iu 
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production  of  oil.  72,ST2,39o  imperial  gallons  In  191S  (1  imperial  gallon=1.2 
United  States  gallons)  compared  with  04,430,032  gallons  in  1919;  but  wells  ai'e 
being  drilled  in  entirely  new  distri'^-ts  and,  if  oil  is  found  in  tlieni,  llie  produc- 
tion of  tile  colony  should  be  considerably  increased.  The  export  trade  of  crude 
oil  and  its  products  .shows  an  increase  over  last  year,  the  figures  being  49,000,000 
imperial  gallons  during  the  year  luider  review  as  against  4n,000,000  imperial 
gallons  for  191S.  The  shipments  of  crude  oil,  oil  fuel,  and  distillates  to  the 
Admiralty  have  continued  during  the  whole  of  the  year,  and  constitute  the 
largest  part  of  the  oil  exported  from  the  colony.  The  bunkering  trade  continues 
to  make  good  progress,  and  the  local  and  West  Indian  trade  is  also  increasing. 
Duiing  1919  the  number  of  new  wells  drilled  was  53  (37  on  Crown  and  16  on 
private  lands),  an  increase  of  12  over  the  previous  year,  and  in  3G  of  these  oil 
was  struck.  The  total  number  of  wells  drilled  in  the  colony  to  December  31 
last  is  463,  of  which  273  are  on  Crown  lands. 

Tlie  petroleum  industry  of  Trinidad  i.s  increasing  tlie  number  of 
vessels  coming  here  to  obtain  fuel  oil,  especially  vessels  on  the  trade 
route  between  the  United  States  and  South  America.  The  liarbor 
master  of  Trinidad  reports  that  during  the  3'ear  1910,  150  AT-ssels  took 
0,707,0-17  gallons  of  fuel  oil,  while  145  vessels  were  supplied  with 
30,SGG  tons  of  coal.  The  total  net  tonnage  of  vessels  arriving  in  1010 
was  51  per  cent  greater  than  in  1018,  due  chiefly  to  the  increase  in 
number  of  vessels  calling  for  fuel  oil.  Total  exports  of  crude  petro- 
leum in  1010  were  44,081,107  imperial  gallons,  valued  at  $2,037,730, 
as  against  40,850,208  imperial  gallons,  valued^ at  $1,022,028  in  1018, 
and  35,800,511  imperial  gallons,  valued  at  $1,076,160  in  1017. 

Asphalt,  Limestone,  Etc. 

In  1010,  475  persons  were  employed  in  tlie  local  asphalt  industr}' 
as  against  2,425  employed  in  production  of  petroleum  which  is  now 
the  more  important.  The  output  of  asphalt  in  1010  was  03,806  tons, 
A'alued  at  $272,088.  There  was  an  increase  of  0,775  tons  in  the  output 
of  asplialt  in  1010  over  the  preceding  j'ear.  Tlie  local  manjak  in- 
dustry at  present  includes  one  mine  near  San  Fernando,  which  had 
an  output  of  208  tons  in  1010,  this  having  been  used  mostly  for  experi- 
mental shipment  to  the  United  States  in  connection  with  the  manufac- 
ture of  black  paints.  There  is  a  large  local  use  of  this  product  as  a 
preservative  paint  covering  for  pipe  lines,  casings,  and  for  insulating- 
purposes.  Limestone  and  gravel  are  quarried  for  use  in  connection 
with  road  building;  limestone  is  also  used  for  fertilizer.  About  500 
people  are  em23lo3'ed  in  such  quarries.  There  are  some  undeveloped 
deposits  of  low-grade  coal  in  the  colony.  Some  samples  of  cla}'  taken 
from  near  Port  of  Spain  and  recently  analj^zed  show  34  per  cent 
aluminum,  10  per  cent  potash,  43  j>er  cent  silica,  and  2  per  cent 
magnesia. 
High  Prices  for  Cocoa  and  Sugar. 

In  1010,  Trindad  exported  84,684,745  pounds  of  sugar,  368,080 
gallons  of  mola.sses,  162,830  gallons  of  rum,  30,000,424  coconuts, 
41,030  pounds  of  rubber,  and  60,743,283  pounds  of  cocoa ;  in  addition 
it  transshipped  from  Venezuela  8,820,062  pounds  of  cocoa.  2,057,800 
coconuts,  1,000  pounds  of  copra,  and  22,176  pounds  of  rubber.  Al- 
though the  cro])s  of  sugar  and  of  cocoa  were  someAvhat  disappointing 
in  size,  yet  v.itli  record-breaking  prices,  the  net  profits  were  highly 
satisfactory  to  planters. 

The  cocoa  planter  Avas  greatly  helped  by  increased  demand  from 
Europe  and  by  the  fact  that  toward  the  end  of  the  year  exchange 
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on  sioht  drafts  on  New  York  reached  a  premium  of  25  per  cent,  en- 
abling- him  to  make  a  prolit  in  exchange  of  about  $0.0i  per  pound 
on  the  vahie  of  his  exports,  or  to  receive  in  Port  of  Spain  $0.23  per 
pound  for  cocoa  selling  in  New  York  for  $0.19^  or  thereabouts. 
According  to  the  closing  London  market  prices  for  Trinidad  cocoa, 
the  quotations  which  for  the  first  five  months  of  the  year  1919  were 
about  $21  per  hundredweight,  arose  in  ISIay  to  $29.04  per  hundred- 
weight, and  in  December,  1919,  to  $31.44  per  hundredweight.  In 
1918  cocoa  ranged  in  price  from  $21.00  to  $23.28  per  hundredweight. 
In  1913  the  range  was  between  $15.84  and  $18. 

Prosperity  of  Sugar  Industry. 

The  price  of  sugar  during  1919  reached  almost  five  times  the  pre- 
war prices-.  The  planters  marketed  all  their  1919-20  crop  at  the 
highest  prices,  before  the  recent  severe  decline  commenced.  The 
i:>rices  paid  for  crystals  in  London  on  December  31,  1919,  were  $16.58 
per  hundredweight,  as  against  $13.80  for  1918  and  $3.30  in  1913. 
Most  of  the  crop  of  1919  was  sold  to  the  Royal  Sugar  Commission 
in  England.  The  total  crop  for  1919  reached  47,850  tons,  2,594  tons 
more  than  that  of  1918. 

The  cane-farming  and  sugar-crop  returns  for  the  crop  year  1919- 
20  show  that  for  this  year  58,410  tons  of  sugar  were  made,  as  against 
47,850  tons  in  1919,  45,250  tons  in  1918,  70,891  tons  in  1917^,  and 
42,331  tons  in  the  pre-war  year  1913.  The  leading  estates  and  sugar 
factories  are  owned  in  England,  and  owing  to  the  excess-profits  tax 
in  that  country  their  great  earnings  in  1919  were  devoted  largely 
to  local  improvements  and  extensions.  It  is  estimated  that  for  the 
1920  season  about  $250,000  worth  of  sugar  machinery  and  equipment 
was  purchased,  largely  from  the  United  Sttaes. 

Coconuts  and  Copra — Rubber. 

In  1919  almost  twice  as  many  coconuts  were  shipped  from  here 
as  in  the  pre-w\ar  year  1913  (31,021,654  in  1919,  as  against  16,390,897 
in  1913).  Commencing  in  January,  1919,  at  $36  per  thousand,  the 
])rice  rose  steadily  until  September,  when  the  record  figure  of  $78 
for  selects  was  paid,  and  although  this  was  not  maintained  quota- 
tions continued  to  rule  at  $60,  with  $50  for  culls,  until  the  close  of 
the  year. 

Copra  and  coconut  oil  are  produced  locally  from  the  culls  and  re- 
jects, the  production  being  influenced  largely  by  relative  prices  of 
coconuts,  copra,  and  coconut  oil.  The  shipments  of  copra  in  1919 
amounted  to  1,795,033  pounds,  which  is  estimated  as  equal  to  4,806,000 
nuts.  Copra  advanced  during  1919  from  $0.05-^  per  pound  in  Jan- 
uary to  $0.09^  per  pound  in  December.  Coconut-oil  production  in 
Trinidad  from  six  factories  in  all  approximates  140,000  gallons  per 
annum,  with  the  possible  maximum  of  180,000  gallons.  Coconut  oil 
produced  here  is  all  used  in  the  food  diet  of  the  local  East  Indians, 
who  will  not  make  use  of  animal  fat.  The  price  as  regulated  by 
the  Government  amounted  to  $1.60  per  gallon  toward  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  local  government  must  be  assured  of  substantial  produc- 
tion of  coconut  oil  before  allowing  export  of  copra. 

Rubber  is  most  important  of  the  minor  agricultural  industries  of 
Trinidad ;  exports  of  this  commodity  increased  from  39,513  pounds  in 
1918  to  49,141  pounds  in  1919. 
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SUPPLEMEXT  TO   COilMEECE  KEPOPvTS. 


The  Parcel-Post  Service  with  "United  States  and  United  Kingdom. 

During  1919,  22,531:  parcels  uninsured  and  G,951:  insured  "were  re- 
ceived in  this  colony  by  parcel  post,  of  which  G,800  uninsured  and 
1,1G2  insured  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  13,490  uninsured 
and  5,708  insured  from  the  United  States.  The  total  value  for  the 
parcels  received  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  $1,100,280, 
"which  indicates  that  considerable  advantage  is  being  taken  of  the 
parcel  post  by  American  exporters  "when  the  articles  are  not  of  a, 
bulky  nature.  The  parcel-post  service  from  Trinidad  is  of  less  im- 
portance. In  1919, 1,329  parcels  "were  dispatched  to  the  United  King- 
dom and  1,G18  to  the  United  States. 

Outlook  for  American  Trade. 

Xot"withstanding  tlie  unfavorable  developments  in  exchange  tend- 
ing to  restrict  American  imports  into  Trinidad  and  the  prospect  in 
1921  of  a  considerable  increase  in  preferential  rates  accorded  in  the 
customs  tariff  to  British  countries,  amounting  to  50  per  cent,  never- 
theless the  prospects  are  not  discouraging  for  a  good  maintenance  of 
American  trade  "with  this  colony.  The  present  movement  of  defla- 
tion in  prices,  both  of  v\'liat  Trinidad  buys  and  of  what  it  sells,  may 
residt  in  lessened  imports  and  exports  in  1920,  but  Avith  the  trade 
becoming  of  a  more  solid  character.  Price  reductions  in  the  United 
States  should  be  an  offset,  in  large  measure  at  least,  to  the  local 
handicap  of  exchange  on  goods  imported.  By  concessions  in  prices 
which  may  be  possible  in  the  United  States  with  its  quantity'  produc- 
tion of  standardized  goods,  American  manufacturers  should  be  able 
to  overcome  most  of  the  above-meiitioned  difficulties. 

Moreover,  with  a  less  active  demand  for  goods  in  the  United 
States  and  from  foreign  countries,  manufacturers  should  be  able  to 
give  greater  detailed  attention  to  such  districts  as  Trinidad,  and  not 
indefinitely  postpone  delivery  of  goods  ordered,  as  was  the  complaint 
of  Trinidad  merchants  in  1919.  In  trade  with  this  colony  the  United 
States  has  the  advantage  of  more  frequent  shipping  facilities  and 
less  time  in  transit  than  is  the  case  with  competing  countries;  in 
addition  it  specializes  in  the  manufacture  of  many  articles  particu- 
larly needed  in  this  colony,  such  as  oil  machinery,  casings,  and  popu- 
lar cheap  motor  cars.  The  fact  that  the  United  States  is  such  an 
important  bu^^er  of  Trinidad  produce  tends  to  decrease  the  expense 
on  the  return  freights  in  the  American  manufactured  goods. 
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